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does not keep unswervingly to the method of implied comparison
and contrast. The bitter cancatuic and sa\age denunciation to
which Gulliver listens submissively from the mouth of the king
of the Brobdingnagians is irony of the true dramatic order ; but
when Swift takes us to Laputa he often wandeis from the path
of either dramatic piopriety or Utopian indirectness. His disciple,
Samuel Butler, is still oftener at fault in carrying out what was his
accepted duty—to maintain the same ironical inversion throughout
his account of the Erewhonians.
Sir Thomas More did not attempt anything so difficult as sus-
tained irony : his ambition was to follow Plato, not to surpass
Lucian. He accordingly put his direct criticism into one book,
which is a Platonic dialogue in form, and his visionaly republic
into the second book, which is all narrative, told by one of the
interlocutors. The Utopia> a mendis vindtcata (1518), or, to adopt
the English title of Robinson's translation, d fi utrful, and pleasaunt
worke oj the beste state of a puUyque wealcy and of the new yle
called Vtopia (1551), opens quietly with what puiports to be an
actual incident in More's own career. It was when he was sent
into Flanders by that prince adorned with all the virtues that
become a great monarch, our Henry VIII., that he and his old
friend Peter Giles fell in at Antwerp with a picturesque stranger,
who had been a companion of the navigator Amerigo Vespucci,
and possessed a marvellous acquaintance with distant countries.
Raphael Hythloday, this Portuguese, had, in the couise of his
voyages, been to Utopia, somewhere in the New World ; and
the book, in the orthodox manner, is resolved into the dialogue
between the three. They first discuss the state of England ; and
the strictures on economic anomalies and the savagery of the
penal system, the grasping avarice of the rich and powerful which
was responsible for both, and the absurdity of war as the official
expedient for composing international relations, are liberal and
far-sighted, and remarkably outspoken from such a loyal subject of
the King. More, however, puts his criticism into the other man's
mouth, as he does the account of the Utopians which follows in
the second book.
The happy republic is established on an almost inaccessible island,
rendered more inaccessible by regulations framed to discourage

